
1 

 
 
1. Instructor Profile 
Professor Dr. Hans Feger, Free University of Berlin, Institute of Philosophy, Institute of 
German Philology 
 
Office: Free University of Berlin, Institute of Philosophy 
Habelschwerdter Allee 30, D-14195 Berlin, Germany 
Office: 030-838 54421 
Secretary: 030-838 59201 
 
Email: hdfeger@zedat.fu-berlin.de 
Homepage : www.hans-feger.de 
www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/dagg 
 
Home: Pariser Str. 14, D-10719 Berlin 
Tel. 030-883 85 93,  Fax: 030-88 55 16 29 
 
1995:   PhD / Promotion (summa cum laude) 
2004:   Habilitation (venia legendi in Philosophy and German Literature) 
 
-Project manager of the German-Chinese Alumni-Network of Humanities 
-Head-Instructor of German-Asian Graduate Group at Free University of Berlin 
-Principal Investigator of Friedrich-Schlegel-Graduate School  
-Honorary professor for Philosophy at Huazhong University of Science and Technology 
in Wuhan / PR China (2013),  
-at Szechuan Foreign Studies University in Chongqing / PR China (2013) and  
-at Beijing Foreign Studies University / PR China (2010) 
-Honorary professor for German Literature appointed 2015/16 at Zheijiang University / 
-Hangzhou (high-end-recruit-program) 
-Honorary professor for Philosophy appointed 2015/16 at Shanghai International Stud-
ies University (high-end-recruit-program) 
 
Research Areas: Kantian Philosophy; Aesthetics; 19th-century Continental Philosophy 
(Fichte, Schelling, Hegel); History of Moral Theory; Existentialism (Kierkegaard, Sar-
tre); Intercultural Philosophy; Chinese Philosophy, Enlightenment, Storm and Stress, 
Weimar Classic (Schiller), Romanticism; Literary Theory and Aesthetics (Schlegel, 
Novalis); Robert Musil and Vienna Modernism 
 
Major courses taught in history of philosophy and in history of German Literature 
 
Doctorate supervisor of 35 dissertations (22 Chinese scholars)  
 

mailto:hdfeger@zedat.fu-berlin.de
http://www.hans-feger.de/
http://www.geisteswissenschaften.fu-berlin.de/dagg
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2. Course Description 
 
Classical Western Aesthetics 
 
The seminar will introduce into basic problems of classical German aesthetics, philoso-
phy of art and poetology and explain them by means of exemplary texts. It is aimed at 
students of the German Department who are interested in philosophy and literature. The 
following topics are planned: Baumgarten: aesthetics as "science of sensory knowledge"; 
Herder, Mendelssohn: aesthetics as "sensory perception" (Aisthesis); Kant: aesthetic re-
flection as "Erkenntnis überhaupt"; Schiller: aesthetics as "aesthetic education"; Jacobi, 
Jean Paul: Aesthetics as “Denkerschütterung”; Schelling: Art as "Organon of Philoso-
phy"; Friedrich Schlegel, Novalis: poetry as "Gemütserregungskunst"; Schopenhauer: 
Art as “Entlastung und Einübung in die Resignation”; Hegel: Beauty as a representation 
of the "Einheit von Begriff und Erscheinung"; Kierkegaard: Art as "indirect communi-
cation". - The lecture is so designed that the students get a regular overview of all im-
portant positions of classical German aesthetics. The lecture is suitable for advanced 
bachelor students, master students and doctoral students. 
 
The participants should be able to understand German fluently and be willing to work 
with abstract texts. A reader will be provided in advance. The final assessment of the 2-
credit-course will be the quality of presentations and a short essay. Conducted in Ger-
man (and if necessary in English).  
 
 
 
3. Course Syllabus 
 
Name of the instructor: Prof. Dr. Hans Feger 
 
Time for the course: Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, 14:00 – 18:00 (starting 
July 20 till 31; class arrangement: H) 
 
Course description including objectives:  
 
A study of the variety of the basic philosophical teachings of classical German Aesthtics 
in terms of short statements.  
 
 
Topics for each session:  
 
1. (21.7.) Einführung: Ästhetik als eigenständige philosophische Disziplin 
 
2. (21.7.) Baumgarten: Ästhetik als „Wissenschaft von der sinnlichen Erkenntnis“;  
  Johann Christoph Gottsched (1700-1766): „Versuch einer Critischen  
  Dichtkunst vor die Deutschen“ (1730). Lessing: „Hamburgische  
  Dramaturgie“ (1767/69) 
 
3. (22.7.) Herder, Mendelssohn: Ästhetik als „sinnliche Wahrnehmung“ 
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4. (22.7.) Moritz: „Versuch einer Vereinigung aller schönen Künste und Wissen-
schaften unter dem Begriff des in sich selbst Vollendeten“ (1785) 

 
5. (23.7.) Kant: Ästhetische Reflexion als „Erkenntnis überhaupt“. Der 

systematische Ort der Kritik der Urteilskraft 
 

6. (23.7.) Kant: Die „Analytik des Schönen“ 
 
7. (24.7.) Kant: Die „Analytik des Erhabenen“ 
 
8. (24.7.) Schiller: Ästhetik als „ästhetische Erziehung“ 
 
9. (28.7.) Schiller: Die Funktionsbestimmung der Kunst und die transzendental- 
  anthropologische Ableitung des Spieltriebs („Ästhetische Briefe“ 7-9 u.  
  10-15). 
 
10. (28.7.) Schiller: Die Bildungsbedeutung des ästhetischen Zustands (Briefe 18-25 

u. 26-27). 
 
11. (29.7.) Poesie als „Gemütserregungskunst“. Frd. Schlegels Transzendentalpoesie 

und Novalis’ Theorie des ordo inversus 
  
12. (29.7.) Frd. Schlegels Begriff der Ironie und das Projekt einer „Kommenden 

Mythologie“ 
 
13. (30.7.) Schelling: Kunst als „Organon der Philosophie“. Das Programm des  
  Ästhetischen Absolutismus 
 
14. (30.7.) Jacobi, Jean Paul: Ästhetik als „Denkerschütterung“ 
 
15. (31.7.) Schopenhauer: Kunst als Entlastung vom Leiden 
 
16. (31.7.) Kierkegaard: Kunst als „indirekte Mitteilung“ 
 
 
 
Teaching methods and goals: 
 
Methods of instruction include lecture notes, reading assignments in the textbook, Pow-
er Point shows and videos, on-line learning activities, to name a few. 
The goal of this course is to foster critical thinking, problem solving, and effective rea-
soning and communication skills in students as related to Nietzsche’s philosophy and 
his belief systems. Additionally, students will be able to apply course concepts to their 
daily lives and be aware of philosophical and ethical concerns regarding cultural and 
environmental issue. 
Upon successful completion of this course, the student will be able to:  
- Apply in daily life the terminology and concepts learned in the course as evidenced by 
interaction with the lecturer.  
- Identify the different stages in Nietzsche philosophical thinking.  
- Correctly associate selected quotes from the course material with their authors.  
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- Identify the general concepts of the worldview, such as idealism, mysticism and nihil-
ism.  
- Recognize the basic precepts of common schools of philosophical thought (German 
Idealism, Existentialism, Philosophy of Life tec.).  
- Critically analyze and evaluate societal issues using techniques exemplified in the 
reader.  
- Demonstrate appreciation for the different sorts of philosophical and religious back-
grounds that separate peoples of the world, past and present, by discussing relevant 
themes and writing discussion responses to share with classmates.  
 
 
Assessment: 
 
Students will have to complete a presentation and a short essay as well.  
 
Required and / or recommended readings:  
 
Students are expected to carefully read the texts of the reader, submit assignments on 
time, and complete examinations as scheduled.  
 
Required and recommended readings: see schedule 


