Name of Instructor:
Professor Daniel Faas

Type of Class Arrangement:
Type A

Course Description and Objectives:

Understanding and tackling the migration challenge is key in contemporary societies. This
seminar focuses on the educational challenges arising from migration-related cultural and
religious diversity. Following an introduction into theoretical approaches to the study of
migration, we adopt a comparative case-study approach to discuss similarities and differences
between sets of countries. Schools have a crucial role to play in terms of social integration
and inclusion. Our emphasis is on assessing educational policies and practices in old
migration host societies (e.g. Australia, the Netherlands, Britain, the United States, Canada,
Brazil) as well as new migration host countries (e.g. Japan, Singapore, Greece, Ireland). We
assess the extent to which countries have adopted a more pluralist or assimilationist stance in
response to migration. The seminar also links these discussions to key policy indicators such
as the Multiculturalism Policy Index, the OECD PISA studies and the Migrant Integration
Policy Index. The seminar is of particular relevance for students in Sociology as well as
cognate areas including Education, Migration and Ethnic Studies and Social Policy.

On successful completion of the module, students will be able to:

e critically discuss concepts such as citizenship, multiculturalism, assimilation and
integration;

e compare and contrast different educational policies and practices in select old and new
migration host societies around the world;

e engage in current academic and educational policy debates;

e assess converging and diverging global educational responses to migration;

e enhance your writing, debating, time management and PowerPoint presentation skills.

Assessment:

The seminar is assessed by a 2,500 word essay (65%), a PowerPoint presentation (25%) and
class participation (10%). The essay may be on the same or a different topic to the
presentations and should demonstrate critical engagement with the relevant literature.

Teaching Methods:

The seminar will be interactive consisting of a lecturing input, student presentations and
discussions of key educational and political issues relating to the migration challenge.

Topics and Seminar Schedule:

Week 1, Session 1
Introducing the Migration Challenge: Theories, Definitions and Concepts



Week 1, Session 2
The Role of Religion in Education Systems around the World

Week 2, Session 3
Diversity in Schools: Good or Bad for Social Cohesion?

Week 2, Session 4
Education in Old Migration Host Societies I: Britain, Netherlands, Germany, Denmark

Week 3, Session 5
Education in Old Migration Host Societies 1I: USA, Canada, Australia, South Africa

Week 3, Session 6
Education in New Migration Host Societies I: Japan, Singapore, Korea, Turkey

Week 4, Session 7
Education in New Migration Host Societies II: Ireland, Portugal, Greece, Poland

Week 4, Session 8
Migration and Education in the BRIC Countries: Brazil, Russia, India and China
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