COURSE TITLE: State and Society in Contemporary India

2) COURSE DESCRIPTION

The module will introduce students to a range of thematic topics in order to engage with the study of society, culture, media, and the state in contemporary India. Students will be exposed and introduced to a range of key themes, concepts and debates which will be utilised to examine how India has unfolded across colonial (pre-1947), Congress (1947-1975), Emergency (1975-1977), the demise of the Congress system, to the rise of the BJP. Across these political eras, a number of themes such as population, gender, religion, sexuality, agrarian change, and caste.

Through each topic, students will trace both particular and general developments from the past to the present and develop an ability to apply analytical and methodological understanding across a range of cutting edge topics. 

Course language

English 

Course objectives:

At the end of the course, students will be able to:

comprehend key themes and debates related to societies in contemporary India

develop a broad understanding of how India as a political entity has evolved in relation to the societies it relates to

have developed an understanding of interdisciplinary, social science approaches to contemporary issues pertaining to contemporary India       

Teaching Format:

Each day’s seminars will comprise of a sequence of 4 sessions of 50 minutes each to be organised as a mixture of lecture, case studies, film clips, and interactive sessions in order to keep students engaged with the course material throughout. 

Topics:

The Partition of 1947

Religious nationalism and the rise of the BJP

Gender-based violence 

Student politics and Indian universities 

Sexuality and the state 

Biopolitics and population 

Religious boundaries: minorities and majorities 

Caste in Indian society and politics

Mode of Assessment:

Mid-term test (20%)

Final Essay (80%)

3) COURSE SYLLABUS

Name of instructor:

Professor Navtej K. Purewal, SOAS University of London 

Type of Class Arrangement:

G or H

Course description and objectives:

The module will introduce students to a range of thematic topics in order to engage with the study of society, culture, media, and the state in contemporary India. Students will be exposed and introduced to a range of key themes, concepts and debates which will be utilised to examine how India has unfolded across colonial (pre-1947), Congress (1947-1975), Emergency (1975-1977), the demise of the Congress system, to the rise of the BJP. Across these political eras, a number of themes such as population, gender, religion, sexuality, agrarian change, and caste will be examined.

Through each topic, students will trace both particular and general developments from the past to the present and develop an ability to apply analytical and methodological understanding across a range of cutting edge topics. The objectives of the course are for students to:

comprehend key themes and debates related to societies in contemporary India

apply critical analysis of arguments and findings of research in relation to how theory and methods are applied

have developed an understanding of interdisciplinary, social science approaches to contemporary issues pertaining to contemporary India       

Teaching methods:

Seminars will be organized as interactive, student-centred sessions which will comprise of a sequence of 4 sessions of 50 minutes each to be organised as a mixture of lecture, case studies, film clips, and interactive sessions in order to keep students engaged with the course material throughout and for them to apply their knowledge. 

Mode of Assessment:

Mid-term test (20%)- 

Final Examination (80%) – including writing, reading, speaking, listening

Core readings:

In addition to a vast range of journal articles, several books can be referred to: 

Bose, S. and A. Jalal (2003) Modern South Asia, Routledge. 

Butalia, U. (2000) The Other Side of Silence, Hurst: London.

Kalra, V. and N. Purewal (2019) Beyond Religion in India and Pakistan: Gender and Caste, Borders and Boundaries, Bloomsbury: London.

 PAGE 
1

