Transitional Justice and Peace Processes: the Aftermath of Atrocity

Name of the Instructor: Alejandro Lerena Garcia

Type of Class Arrangement: A, B, Cor D

Course Description and Objectives:

Transitional justice is a rapidly emerging interdisciplinary field of study, focused on
processes dealing with widespread past human rights violations and the transition to
more peaceful and democratic states. New democratic governments in the aftermath of
a situation of armed conflict, military rule or authoritarian regime, dispose of different
strategies and mechanisms to re-establish the rule of law and build sustainable peace.
Some of these mechanisms can include, truth commissions, pardons and amnesties,
apologies and forgiveness, international and regional criminal courts and tribunals,
among many others.

The course will first introduce and define the field of transitional justice, looking into its
historical evolution and addressing the rationales underlying it. Then, the different
strategies and mechanisms available to new democratic governments in the aftermath
of a situation of massive violations of human rights will be examined, as well as their
potential to contribute to (or jeopardize) sustainable peace. As well, the effectiveness of
different strategies to break cycles of violence, bring reconciliation and prevent future
violations will be discussed. Special attention will be paid to criminal prosecutions, truth
commissions, programs aimed at individual and collective reparation, and measures of
constitutional, legal and institutional reform. Other issues to be discussed are the
apparent contradictions between pursuing justice and reconciliation, and the challenges
of balancing justice and peace; gender perspective; and the tensions between
government, civil society, local communities in designing and implanting transitional
justice mechanisms.

The course will complement theory with practical examples of current, recent, or
paradigmatic peace processes. Case studies have been selected to highlight key themes
and issues of transitional justice theory and practice. Worldwide cases will be covered,
and special attention will be paid to transitional justice processes in Latin America and
Spain.

Topics: Transitional Justice, International Criminal Law, Human Rights

Teaching Methods:

Several reading materials will be studied in class, and a short documentary will be used to

make the subject matter of this course more accessible and less abstract. As well, students

will face practical exercises, linking theory and practice.



Assessment:

In a final assessment on a practical case, students will be asked to develop a transitional
justice policy, analyzing and evaluating the best mechanisms to be applied in a practical

situation, addressing their convenience and short, mid and long term outcomes.
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