[bookmark: _GoBack]Syllabus: Racial Inequality in American Politics and Society
Beijing Foreign Studies University, International Summer Session 2020
Instructor: Dr Richard Johnson MA (Cambridge) MPhil (Oxford) DPhil (Oxford)
E-mail: r.johnson10@lancaster.ac.uk 

Class Arrangement: Teaching will take place on Mondays, Wednesdays, and Fridays from 8.30-12.00.
Overview: The goal of this module is to study the politics of the United States through the lens of its racial divisions. The module will help students understand why race, particularly the black-white divide, has been and continues to be central to American political life and development. In the module, students will gain a deep theoretical and historical understanding of racial formation in the United States before moving on to apply these insights to current debates about the role of race in American democracy and public policy. The module will focus centrally on the experience of African Americans, but the experiences of other groups -- Native Americans, Asian Americans, and Latinos -- feature prominently.
This course engages with both classic and ground-breaking research on the politics of race in the United States. The course will take seriously the role of the state in constructing racial categories and racial hierarchies through law, bureaucracy, and targeted policies. The course will examine how these policies intersect with American political economy and culture. Ultimately, this module concludes that in order to understand the politics of the United States, we must understand its unique relationship with race.
Topic Outline:	
Part I – Theorising Race and Racism in the United States
· Day 1 – Traditions, Ideologies, and Racial Categories
· Day 2 – Ethnicity, Immigration, & National Origin
Part II – Historical Development
· Day 3 – Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and the Segregated State
· Day 4 – Civil Rights, Black Power, and Resistance
Part III – Race and Democracy
· Day 5 - Electoral Politics: Campaigns, Party, and Voting Behaviour
· Day 6 – Localism, Housing, and Urban Politics
Part IV – Race and Policy
· Day 7 - Welfare, Labour, and Social Policy
· Day 8 – The Carceral State


Teaching methods: Each of the classes will consist of a lecture followed by a seminar discussion. The seminar will be based around readings which the students will be expected to have completed before the seminar. These readings will relate to the subject matter in the lectures.
An approximate timetable for each day would be as follows:
8.30-10.00 – lecture delivered by the instructor
30 minute break
10.30-12.00 – in-depth seminar discussion, facilitated by the instructor but with opportunities for student leadership and group activities as well

Assessment:
70% - 1,500-2,500 research paper, based on questions provided (due Friday, 9 August 2019)
30% - Class participation 

Readings:
Introductory reading
· Richard Johnson, ‘Race, Ethnicity, & Immigration’ in G Peele, C Bailey, J Herbert, B Cain, & G Peters (eds) Developments in American Politics 8 (Palgrave, 2018)
· Richard Johnson, ‘Racial Policy Under Trump’ in M Oliva & M Shanahan (eds) The Trump Presidency: From Campaign Trail to World Stage (Palgrave, 2019)
Seminar readings
1. Traditions, Ideologies, and Racial Categories
· Debra Thompson, ‘What Lies Beneath: Equality and the Making of Racial Classifications’, Social Philosophy and Policy (2015) 
· Desmond King & Rogers Smith, ‘Racial Orders in American Political Development’, American Political Science Review (2005)
· Kimberley Johnson, ‘The Color Line and the State: Race and American Political Development’ in R Valelly, S Mettler, & R Lieberman (eds) Oxford Handbook of American Political Development (Oxford, 2016)
2. Ethnicity, Immigration, and National Origin
· Mae Ngai, ‘The Architecture of Race in American Immigration Law’, Journal of American History (1999)
· Claire Kim, ‘The Racial Triangulation of Asian Americans’, Politics & Society (1999)
· David Roediger, Working Toward Whiteness: How America’s Immigrants Became White (Basic Books, 2006), Ch 1
3. Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and the Segregated State
· Daniel Kato, Liberalizing Lynching: Building a New Racialized State (Oxford, 2016), Ch 1 – ‘The Strange Career of Lynching’ 
· Desmond King, Separate and Unequal 2nd edition (Oxford, 2007 [1995]), Ch 1
· Eric Foner, Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877 2nd edition (HarperCollins, 2014 [1988]), Ch 6 – ‘The Making of Radical Reconstruction’
4. Civil Rights, Black Power, and Resistance
· Ari Berman, Give Us the Ballot (Farrar, Straus, & Giroux, 2015), Ch 2 – ‘The Second Reconstruction’
· Fredrick Harris, The Price of the Ticket: Barack Obama and the Rise and Decline of Black Politics (Oxford, 2012), Ch 6 – ‘Price of the Ticket’ 
· Jason Sokol, All Eyes are Upon Us: Race and Politics from Boston to Brooklyn (UMass, 2014), Ch 7
5. Electoral Politics: Campaigns, Party, and Voting Behaviour
· Brian Schaffner, Matthew MacWilliams, Tatishe Nteta, ‘Understanding White Polarization in the 2016 Vote for President’, Political Science Quarterly (2018)
· Paul Frymer, Uneasy Alliances: Race and Party Competition in America 2nd edition (Princeton, 1999), Introduction
· Richard Johnson, ‘Racially Polarized Partisanship and the Obama Presidency’ in E Ashbee & J Dumbrell (eds) The Obama Presidency and the Politics of Change (Palgrave, 2017)
6.  Localism,  Housing, and Urban Politics
· H Paul Friesema, ‘Black Control of Central Cities: The Hollow Prize’, Journal of the American Institute of Planners (1969)
· Douglas Massey & Nancy Denton, American Apartheid (Harvard, 1993), Ch 2 – ‘The Construction of the Ghetto’
· Ta-Nehisi Coates, ‘The Case for Reparations’, The Atlantic (2014)
7. Welfare, Labour, and Social Policy
· Ira Katznelson, When Affirmative Action was White (Norton, 2006) Ch 2 – ‘Welfare in Black and White’
· Martin Gilens, ‘How the Poor Became Black: The Racialization of American Poverty in the Mass Media’ in S Schram, J Soss, & R Fording (eds), Race and the Politics of Welfare Reform (Michigan, 2003)
· Michael Tesler, ‘The Spillover of Racialization into Health Care’, American Journal of Political Science (2012)
8. Policing and the Carceral State
· Alice Goffman, ‘On the Run: Wanted Men in a Philadelphia Ghetto’, American Sociological Review (2009)
· Amy Lerman & Vesla Weaver, Arresting Citizenship: The Democratic Consequences of American Crime Control (Chicago, 2014), Ch 1
· Michelle Alexander, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness (New Press, 2011), Introduction


Essay
You will complete an essay of 1,500-2,500 words (not including bibliography). You must choose a question from those listed below. Each question is tied to a particular topic from class, but you are welcome to use readings from other topics to help you answer the question. The essay must be your own, original work. 
You should e-mail it as a Word document to r.johnson10@lancaster.ac.uk. 

ESSAY QUESTIONS:
Part I – Theorising Race and Racism in the United States
Topic 1 – Traditions, Ideologies, and Racial Categories
Why do so few Americans identify as mixed race?

Topic 2 – Ethnicity, Immigration, & National Origin
How did Irish, Italian, and other European immigrant groups to the United States ‘become white’?

Part II – Historical Development
Topic 3 – Reconstruction, Jim Crow, and the Segregated State
Why did Reconstruction fail?

Topic 4 – Civil Rights, Black Power, and Resistance
Was the price of the election of the first black president his silence on racial inequality?

Part III – Race and Democracy
Topic 5 - Electoral Politics: Campaigns , Party, and Voting Behaviour
Why is partisanship in the United States racially polarised?

Topic 6 – Localism and Urban Politics
Does decentralisation empower or disempower minority communities?

Part IV – Race and Policy
Topic 7 - Welfare, Labour, and Social Policy
Why do Americans hate welfare?

Topic 8 – The Carceral State
Does the American carceral system constitute a ‘new Jim Crow’?




