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China and the West: Cultures in Contact
Instructor: Prof. Lijuan Huang;

Email: huanglijuan@bfsu.edu.cn

mCourse Objectives:

This course is designed to introduce students to the main events in the history of Sino-Western
relationships. Some important recent developments in the relation between China and the West
will also be debated. The cultural interchange between China and various countries included in the
Chinese notion of the “West”. The countries in question are as different as India, Arabic countries,
various European states in different stages of their existence (covering the time from the Roman
Empire to Modern Europe), Russia (including the Soviet Union) and the United States of America.
The course will be divided into 16 thematic units according to the chronological order.

The students that successfully completed this course will gain a broad scope of knowledge
about the history of Sino-Western relationship. The knowledge about the cultural interchange
taking place between China and Western countries for several millennia will allow the students to
see the history of their own country in more differentiated light. The recognition of China’s great
contributions to the cultural and technological development of mankind is certainly of great
importance and will be duly stressed in the course. However, it is also important to realize and
acknowledge the mutual interdependence that existed between different counties along time. This
realization will prepare students for everyday life in a world that is becoming increasingly
globalized and in which the ability to have diversified perception of phenomena is highly
appreciated.

mSyllabus:

Week 1: Defining China and the West
Week 2: Axial Age: the Birth of Philosophy in China and Greece

Topics: Socrates, Plato and Aristotle; Confucius and Confucianism; Lao-tsi and Daoism
Week 3: Qin and Han Dynasties and the Roman Empire

Topics: The Great Wall of China; Zhang Qian and the Silk Road; OBOR Initiative

Week 4: Chinese-Indian cultural contacts



Topics: Buddhism in China: Origin and Development; Buddhism nowadays
Week 5: Chinese-Arab cultural contact

Topics: Zheng He’s Voyages to the West; Islam nowadays in China
Week 6: Chinese-European cultural contact

Topics: Marco Polo and Marco Polo’s depiction of China

Week7:Christianity in China, Nestorians and Jesuits, Matteo Ricci and the first translations
Topics : Jesuits Society and China; Matteo Ricci; Chritianity nowadays

Week 8: Chinoiserie in Europe
Topics: Chinoiserie; The Orphan of Zhao in Chinese and French version
Week 9: The initial confrontation (Opium Wars)
Topics: The Two Opium Wars
week 10: Christianity and China’s Peasants Uprising
Topics: Taiping Heavenly Kingdom; Women’s Condition and Liberation
Week 11: The initial confrontation Il
Topics: Boxer Rebellion and Manchu Government
Week 12: China and Korea in History and Nowadays
Week 13: Chinese-Russian/Soviet cultural contact in History and Nowadays
Week 14: Chinese-American cultural contact in History and Nowadays
Week 15: Chinese-Japanese cultural contact in History and Nowadays
Week 16: China in Global Context and the future
Textbook and supplementary readings:
Shi Yuntao 1z #% ZhongxiWenhualiaotongshi H1 FiSCALAZiE s, Filg: il AR At .

Munglello, D. E.(2009) The Great Encounter of China and the West, 1500—1800. Mariland:
Rowman& Littlefield Publishers, Inc.



™

Israeli, Raphael (2001) Islam in China: Religion, Ethnicity, culture and Politics. Maryland:

Lexington Books.

Bays, Daniel H. (2012) A New History of Crhistianity in China, Oxford: Wiley-blackwell.

Sutter, Robert G. )2013) U. S.-Chinese Relations: Perilous past, pragmatic present, Maryland:

Rowman& Littlefield Publishers.

Evaluation of final score:

20% of presentation (10%) and participation (10%) in class discussion;

20% of attendance (10%) and mid-term exam(10%);

60% of term paper (one topic choosing from 8" week till the end)
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